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How to join: Ask us at our O-Week table.

Alternatively, send an emalil to

enquiries@mujc.org.au. There are also

membership forms at the reception on Level
2 in the Asia Centre.

Cost: $1 (Union members), $3 (non-Union
members)

Semester 2 So Far

By the end of this semester, we’ll have held
a record number of events. Gone are the
days of holding just a few events per
semester and in are the days of four to five
events per week. Since the semester started,
we’'ve had events on Mondays, Tuesdays,

In this edition:
- Semester 2 Review
- Upcoming events
- AA é¥{ as$:
- Avisit to Lafcadio Hearn’s
garden in Matsue
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Above and right: First session
of our beginners’ calligraphy
workshop. Learning to write ‘ 0’
(‘one’)




Wednesdays and Thursdays and
occasionally two events on the same day.
Mondays have been calligraphy workshops,
taught so kindly by the Asia Institute’s Keiko
Hongo (see details of the Asia Week
Calligraphy Exhibition later in the newsletter).
On Tuesdays we've been holding KAIWA, a
weekly cultural and language exchange hour.
On Wednesdays we've had a Japanese
Language Level 2
preparation class and on Thursdays we've
Japanese < \ Q (soapie)
Unfortunately the < \ Q
been well attended

Proficiency  Test

held our
screenings.
screenings haven't
compared to previous semester, but this can
be put down to a difficult to find room which
we were allocated. On the whole, we’ve had
great attendance at all our events.

This means that by the end of semester
we’ll have easily held over 30 events, but
we’'d be most likely approaching 50 events.
Thanks to everyone for being a part of the
club!
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Events to come
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Regular events:

M: Calligraphy workshop

Tu: KAIWA

W: JLPT Level 2 Prep Course
Th: J-Drama

Special Events:

(All held in October)

14™: Travel Info Session

16™: RAKUEN End of
Semester Party

20™M-24™:Calligraphy
exhibition

TBA: Origami Class

Details at mujc.org.au
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Lafcadio Hearn's Garden
James Fell

EON5 & B8a

Lafcadio Hearn travelled to Japan in the late 1800s for work. After a short
stint as a foreign correspondent, he ended up in modern day Shimane
Prefecture, working as an English teacher. Hearn was a prolific writer (just do
a search for him on the library catalogue) and described his garden and




residence in Matsue in much detail.

Hearn became a naturalised Japanese national and is now buried in a
cemetery in Tokyo, where he worked as a professor at Waseda University. His
Japanese name was Yakumo Koizumi (E 0 N5 ). Below are extracts from his
book Glimpses of an Unfamiliar Japan and some photos | took while | was in
Matsue recently.

“My new home is a Katchu

Yashiki, the ancient

residence of some

samurai of high rank...

One ascends to the

gateway, which is almost

as large as that of a

temple court, by a low

broad flight of stone

steps.”
“...It occupies the front
portion of the grounds,
facing south; and it also
extends west to the verge
of the northern division of
the garden, from which it
is partly separated by a
curious screen-fence
structure. There are large
rocks in it, heavily
mossed; and divers
fantastic basins of stone
for holding water; and
stone lamps green with
years...... There are
miniature hills, with old
trees upon them; and
there are long slopes of
green, shadowed by
flowering shrubs, like river
banks; and there are
green knolls like islets. All

these verdant elevations rise from spaces of pale yellow sand, smooth as a

surface of silk and miming the curves and meanderings of a river course......

But they are traversed in various directions by lines of flat unhewn rock slabs,




placed at slightly irregular distances from one another, exactly like stepping
stones across a brook.”

“The second garden, on the

north side, is my favourite. It

contains no large growths. It is

paved with blue pebbles, and

its centre is occupied by a

pondlet, - a miniature lake

fringed with rare plants, and

containing a tiny island, with

tiny mountains and dwarf

peach-trees and pines and

azaleas some of which are perhaps more than a century old, though scarcely
more than a foot high...... But the pond is essentially a lotus pond; the lotus
plants make its greatest charm.”




